AGFC 6 - Western Mail 6

Scorers: Calvin 5, Rich

MOM: Calvin

Venue Treforest

Date : 15th September 2006

Report:

AGFC’s first game of the new season produced a minor classic against a strong Western mail side. Eager to avenge a heavy defeat in their last meeting AGFC started purposefully but went behind after a misunderstanding between goalkeeeper and defense. Calvin soon pulled a goal back but Western Mail re took the lead through a lucky deflected goal and a further strike to make the score 3-1 in Western Mail’s favour at the interval.

The second half produced a a stirring display by AGFC who showed true fighting spirit to secure a late draw with four more goals from Calvin and one from Rich; the pick of which was a fine through ball by Simon which Calvin latched onto and fired past the goalkeeper. Overall a fair result with fine displays from, in particular, Craig H in goal and Huw in defence. However, the man of the match with a trademark virtuoso performance was Calvin who equalled the record for scoring 5 goals in a match and turned in one of AGFC’s greatest individual performances to take the match by the scruff of the neck and not let go to ensure AGFC took something out of the season opener.
Goal of the season contender

Calvin drove forward at pace, cut diagonally right, a la Michael Owen versus Argentina, and drove the ball inside the far post; one of 5 Calvin scored in a rousing 6-6 draw.

AGFC 4 - LOCO SPLOTT 2

Scorers: Carl, Rich, Scott, Calvin

MOM: Simon/Terry (shared)

Date: 22nd September 2006

Venue: Treforest

REPORT:

AGFC’s second outing of the season was against Loco Splott playing a rare away fixture from their Sophia Gardens base. The match started competitively and Loco managed to take the lead early in the first half. This lead was cancelled out soon after when a defensive clearance from Loco came out to Carl who aimed his right foot at the ball and with all the accuracy of a well trained Sniper the ball sailed over both defenders and attackers in the box and over the Loco Keeper’s flailing gloves and into the top corner of the net. Soon Loco were to hit back but some good work down the left hand side by Frazer allowed Rich to side foot into the net while further good build up play on the left allowed Scott to get in a position just outside the Loco box to curl a good shot past the keeper to make the score 3-2 to AGFC as the first half ended.

The second period was full of honest endeavour from both sides as they searched for a breakthrough with in particular Simon competitive in midfield and Terry resolute in defence. AGFC had a goal disallowed as it had gone into the net straight from a throw in but got their reward and victory from a corner which Calvin bundled into the net to make the final score 4-2 to AGFC.
Goal of the season contender

Carlos long-range lob/drive that even he didn`t think was going in...but it did! Helped defeat L/S 4-2.
AGFC 1 - HYDER 1
Scorer: Jamal (pen)

MoM: Scott/Enda (shared)
Date: 29th September 2006

Venue: Treforest

Report:
AGFC continued their spirited start to the season with a dominant display against a makeshift Hyder team. AGFC did everything except score in a game they controlled from the beginning. AGFC piled on the pressure from the start with shots from Simon, Enda, Scott and Jamal all working the keeper. Corner after corner eventually told off when a half clearance from Hyder fell to Enda at the edge of the box. His shot was parried by the Hyder keeper and Jamals quick reaction effort was cynically saved on the line by a Hyder defender (AGFCs Paul!!). Jamal stepped up and coolly slotted home into the bottom corner.

Everything about AGFCs game on Friday night was excellent. Everyone from defence to attack were playing short and clever passes while letting the ball do the work and pulling the Hyder players all around the park. In the second half Hyder reshuffled their team and began assert some pressure on the AGFC defence. This eventually told when a Hyder forward touched a spilled ball past Craig in goals to equalise. This was the catalyst that AGFC needed and again they reasserted their dominance. Pushing forward, more shots from AGFCs attack and midfield rained in on the Hyder goal but it held firm. There were some excellent displays all around the park which was evident from the wide spread in MoM votes. The back four worked hard throughout and were always willing to look up and play the sensible ten yards pass into midfield rather than the speculative bomb. Midfield ran tirelessly all night and supported attack and defence equally. The attack worked well off of each other and rather than racing away from their supporting midfield they always looked to hold the ball up and link up. Well played by all and just the type of display we needed with Wales & West coming up on the 6th.

P.S. Big thanks and well done to Calvin, Terry and Paul for playing with Hyder (arguably three of Hyders best players on the night). All three played very well and we look forward to getting them back in the green of AGFC asap. Anyone who though this game was going to be a light-hearted friendly was mistaken as full blooded challenges were the order of the day. Could I recommend that if AGFC players do find themselves on opposite teams in the future they dont try and cripple each other (Simon elbows Calvin in the ribs, Calvin kicks Enda in the leg, Enda kicks Terry in the head). P.S.S. Terry - hope the nose is ok. 

AGFC 1 - SPARTAK W&W 6

Scorer: Rich

MOM: Thickett

Venue: Treforest

Date: Friday October 06 2006

REPORT

The match started brightly for AGFC with firstly Enda and then Stu testing the Spartak goal keeper who reacted superbly to keep out two well executed strikes on goal. An early breakthrough would have certainly have given a much needed boost to AGFC who are yet to get a positive result against this opposition. AGFC continued the first half in positive fashion, albeit with the assistance of the wind, but fell a goal behind with a fine low drilled shot from a Spartak player from outside the penalty area. Fraser reacted well to keep out a blatant penalty midway through the first half to keep AGFC in the hunt and make the score 1- nil to Spartak at the end of the first period.

The strength and skill of Spartak told in the second period when, with the assistance of a strong wind on their backs, they breached the AGFC defence on five more occasions with some well taken goals including a good finish by Chris having a good match playing for the opposition. In saying that, AGFC remained competitive for the forty five minutes with Thicket and Enda going close to scoring against the typically impregnable Spartak back line. The Spartak defence finally made an error in the last 5 minutes when a ball over the top was missed by the Spartak defender to allow Rich to cut in from the left and with a composed finish lob the faultless Spartak keeper from 20 yards – a deserved consolation for AGFC who battled hard without ever finding the extra gear needed to compete with a talented side on this occasion. Thicket picked up the man of the match award, from the other main performer Fraser, for a whole heated display at the back and an effective sojourn into his old position of central midfield in the second half.
Goal of the season contender

A through-ball up the middle of the park that Rich latched on to after cutting in from the left. Typical composed Rich finish as he executed an exquisite lob over the outrushing keeper. 
AGFC 5 - LLANTRISANT VETS 5

Scorers: Fraser 3, Rich 1, O.G. 1

MoM: Fraser

Venue : Treforest

Date: 13 October 2006

REPORT
AGFC took on a depleted Llantrisant Vets side at Treforest and had to ‘loan’ them 3 AGFC players to allow the match to go ahead. The Vets started well and scored with a long range effort from AGFC loan player Cooper which squirmed under the keeper’s body. They were to score one other in the half but AGFC replied with 5 goals, an own goal, one from Rich and a first half trick from Fraser including a curling strike from outside the penalty area and a fleet footed dash on the break to seal his first hat-trick of the season. AGFC left for the interval composed and reasonably satisfied with their work in the first 45 minutes.

In the second half AGFC produced their worst performance of the season so far with an inept disorganised display in which they shipped 3 goals without response and were lucky to come away with a draw at the end of the day. The defence was left unprotected as the midfield seemed to almost disappear into thin air leaving a big hole in the middle of the park which the Vets exploited with vigour as AGFC’s loan players Cooper and Steve controlled the match.  Tony B pressurised an AGFC mistake at the back post to force an own goal, and Tony scored himself taking his chance with a good strike from just outside the penalty box. An entirely forgettable half for AGFC who left with the scant consolation that most of the damage had been achieved by their own loan players.

AGFC 6 - JIMS XI 3

Scorers: Fraser 3, Panny 2, Booty 1

MoM: Enda

Venue : Treforest

Date: 20 October 2006

REPORT
AGFC appeared to take on not one but two different teams on Friday night. Jim turned up with about 18 players which resulted in a fragmented first half for Jims XI as they were constantly rolling subs on and off the pitch. Regardless of what the opposition were doing, AGFC put their heads down and concentrated on simply playing football and this they did with skill, vision and no shortage of team spirit!! The first half was a rout with AGFC scoring 6 goals to Jims XI solitary 1 just before the break (a scrappy headed goal from a corner). Fraser popped up with another first half hat-trick, two from the boot and one with his head. Panny stole in for two trademark goals by racing on to flick the ball past the keeper. And Booty got his first of the season with a well placed shot into the roof of the net. AGFC left for the interval composed and satisfied with their work in the first 45 minutes but conscious of not repeating what happened in the second half the week before against Llantrisant Vets!!

The second half was a different affair as Jims XI minimised their rotation system and put their best XI on the park for most of the half. They scored two early goals (both very well taken, there was little our defence or keeper could do) and suddenly the ghosts of earlier second half performances this season came back to haunt AGFC. However this was not to be another capitulation as AGFC steeled themselves for the onslaught. Beresford was in his element – it was the Alamo all over again!! Our back four and keeper were simply magnificent as they dominated their third of the pitch (Pete and Tony B were awesome!!). The midfield ran endlessly all night chasing and harassing in a midfield where they were often out numbered (Scott, Enda and Booty fought for every last inch). And our front two, Panny and Fraser, never gave up chasing down the ball and trying to link up with their midfield. Enda won his second MoM of the season for a strong display of verbal growling at both team mates and opposition alike (he did not win MoM for his goal scoring prowess!!). Final score AGFC 6 - Jims XI 3, bring on the next game!!
Goal of the season contender

Fluent move out of defence, through the right midfield, classic Booty cross to Panny and Fraser both lurking on the far post. Fraser first to it to head in powerfully. Fine team goal. 

Booty rockets a ball into the roof of the net from close range. Not the best goal the Boote has ever scored but the power, positioning and the way the net ‘jumped’ when the ball went in made it look spectacular.
AGFC 2 - NOBs 3

Goals: Steve, Enda

MOM: Paul

Date :  17 November
Venue : Treforest

Report
AGFC took on Newport Old Boys for the first time in the new campaign and without a competitive match for the last three weeks were champing at the bit for this fixture. In the first half AGFC looked out of sorts and rusty which in a way was understandable given the recent lack of action. The main problem was that AGFC struggled to pass the ball effectively and were regularly on the back foot against a solid if unspectacular NOB’s side. Steve did start the match well for AGFC as he slotted the first goal nicely from just outside the box but NOB’s came back well with two goals – one well made and the other fortuitous as a Thickett clearance cannoned off Enda’s thigh/arse and past Paul in the AGFC nets. This second goal, sickeningly for AGFC, came after a world class save from Paul who parried the ball away with his left hand from a rasping NOB’s shot across the face of goal.

In the second half AGFC showed more purpose and managed to put some pressure on the opposition as they began to tire and eventually found the equaliser with a good low strike into the corner from Enda from his newly adopted midfield role. NOB’s, however, had it in them to find one more goal as the generally solid AGFC defence lapsed with 10 minutes to go. AGFC, strove for another equaliser, but with too many players not accurate enough with the pass and generally lacking in ideas, could not break down the opposition this time and, despite Panny hitting the post late on, had to accept defeat by the odd goal. In the man of the match stakes Panny impressed in an attacking capacity always asking questions of the dependable NOB’s back three, as did Tony B who was full of guile and grit at the back but edging both to the man of the match award was Paul, for a solid and inspired reappearance in  the AGFC nets.
Goal of the season contender

Good turn by Enda at the edge of the large area and a first time low hard drive into the far corner. 

Excellent low drive from distance by Steve for 1-0.
AGFC 3 - UWE 3
Scorers: Panny, Scott and Rich

MoM: Paul

Date: Friday, 24th of November

Venue: Treforest

Report: 

The incredibly wet, windy and generally horrible conditions on Friday night could not dampen the spirit and drive shown by AGFC. To a man AGFC were outclassed and ‘outfootballed’ for most of the night but a true team performance and never-say-die spirit earned the men in green a deserved draw. Playing with the wind behind them in the first half AGFC struggled to get good possession and UWE were attacking relentlessly. But AGFC held firm and a stirring defensive display ensured that UWE were not able to take the lead. AGFC had their chances in the first half with Coops going closest on two occasions with cracking shots. 

The first half stalemate was not to hold in the second as conditions worsened and space became available as players tired in the conditions. Straight from the kick off in the 2nd half some neat interplay in the middle of the park resulted in Booty making his mark immediately on the game with an excellent turn to get between two players and a clever off-load to Panny, who buried the ball low into the bottom corner of the net with a trademark strike. UWE responded straight away with an equaliser and then took the lead with a well taken corner and header. AGFC 1 - UWE 2. 
AGFC continued to push on, backed up by some gallant defending and goalkeeping. A free kick on the edge of the area was awarded to AGFC, Scott step up confidentially to score what is arguably his best free kick in the colours of AGFC (to date). AGFC 2 - UWE 2. With five minutes left it looked like Scott’s goal was to be the end of the action but a speculative (and desperate) clearance from UWE found its way between the defence and out rushing goalkeeper. A UWE forward nipped in to flick it past the keeper to score. With only minutes left AGFC pushed forward and the ball drifted to the left to Panny, his shot was defected and poacher extraordinaire Rich was on hand to touch it into the net. AGFC 3 - UWE 3.

To pick out just one MoM would be an injustice to the rest of the team such was the performance but the heroics of Paul between the sticks gave him a deserved reward for the second week running. The back four were defiant and worked very well as a unit, the midfield were tiger'ish in their tackles, while the front men ran themselves to a stand still!! What was most evident however was the constant talking and encouragement by everyone on the park. Well done everybody.

Goal of the season contender

Great drive by Panny inside the far post after fine flowing move at start of second half instigated by a magnificent Booty pass. 

Magnificent free kick by Scott curling the dead ball 25 yards around the wall into the top corner for 2-2.

Wales XI 3 - World XI 4 (AGFC v AGFC)
Scorers

World XI: Booty, Calvin (3)

Wales XI: Coops, Panny, Fraser

Unofficial MoM: Thickett

World XI Match Report (The World View)
On a (according to Beresford senior) windy friday night at Treforest, AGFC the club, was split in half on the basis of birthplace. Upon the announcement of a match between those born in the principality and those who were not, there were howls of delight on both sides. This match had been a long time in gestation and it was clear from the studied and intense pre match huddles that this was a serious business.

Wales looked like an attacking machine on paper and seemed to have adopted a 4-1-5 formation. The World XI hoped to counter this by flooding the midfield, opting to play 4-5-1. The match got off to a frenzied start with the World XI taking the lead early on with a great strike from Booty latching on to a loose ball from a free kick midway inside the Welsh half. The World XI continued to dominate for much of the first half adding a further 2 to their total with the ever prolific Calvin adding both goals on his return after injury. Wales nicked one back before the break (I think) with Coops at last getting a welsh name on the scoresheet. Wales came out after the break intent on pegging the world XI back, however, following some neat interplay between a Moroccan, an Englishman and the World XI's Hong Kong import on the edge of the box, the World XI hit the back of the net again. The score was looking decidedly daunting for the Welsh at 4-1. However, not surprisingly for a nation so often labelled as the underdogs, the fighting spirit was there in abundance and in a final 30 minutes reminiscent of many Friday nights in Treforest the team in green came under intense pressure. 

Shots rained in and it wasn't long before the pressure told when Panny, short for the well known Welsh name Panagopolous (I think), bagged a real collectors piece (a goal from his RIGHT foot). 4-2. The pressure continued and the Welsh came back again to make it 4-3 with Fraser getting on the scoresheet....nerves were fraying in the World XI and with a matter of minutes to go, the unthinkable.......a good shot from the edge of the box, heading goalwards, when up pops an Irishman, what followed could be described as a moment of Gaelic confusion, which game is this? can I use my hands? Quite simply No says the English ref and points to the spot.....

Fraser steps up to cooly slot the penalty home, celebrations all round, the jubilation was short lived however as the English ref points to the spot and asks for a retake. That's harsh etc etc were the cries. The Welsh couldn't believe it, but if we'd had the benefit of a TV replay there would be no doubt that players from both teams had encroached. Harsh but fair.... Needless to say in such a tense and pressure situation the re-take was wide and Wales had their excuse, and yet another tale of how they're nation had been wronged in a sporting arena....will we ever hear the last of it?

All that remains is to congratulate all involved on a thoroughly enjoyable if somewhat scrappy encounter at times and to single out Ant Thickett for particular praise. Working like an athletic pit pony, He did the work of three men in the Welsh midfield and picked up a well deserved Man of the Match bagging 11 of the 22 votes available.

Apologies for any inaccuracies.....feel free to correct them as you see fit....................oh, did I mention that the World XI won.

Wales XI Match Report (The Welsh View)
In a season so far full of questionable refereeing decisions, AGFC's regular split team affair felt as if they had to play their part. The eagerly anticipated match up that had the teams split straight down the middle with birth places separating them looked on paper very fair sides. The World XI looked balanced and pacey up top, the Welsh team went for the age old adage of attack being the best form of defence.

It didn't start well for the home side. Two quick goals in the first ten minutes sent the Rest of the World into raptures, Booty's well struck shot from 18 yards fizzed through everyone into the far corner. Shortly after, Yau, on his return to first team football latched on to a through ball, beating James before dispatching his effort past the helpless Craig in goals.

The lack of strength in midfield was evident. Thickett showed his capabilities as a defensive midfielder but would surely have been disappointed with the lack of help as Wales poured forward at will but ultimimately with no end product. Coops indeed started the fight back with a sublime finish mid way through the 1st half but in truth it was more than Wales deserved and soon found themselves 3 -1 down, all be it fortunately when Yau's cross looped over Craig and landed in the corner of the net.

3 became 4 shortly after the restart. More short passing in the middle of the park and the movement of Yau brought dividends although again Craig can be disappointed the ease that Wales were cut to shreds. To their credit the home team never gave up - at last they were able to get the ball down and play - something that was sorely lacking for the first 60 mins. Panny and McAvoy reduced the deficit to one in quick succession and it was evident that the away side were on the ropes.

A couple of header's from corners went close, and at last the true potential of an attacking line up was coming to the fore as the opposition seemed to wilt. Then with just 90 seconds remaining Wales got their reward for, in truth, battering the Rest of the World's defence. Hayes handled a shot that was goal bound. No doubt about the penalty, no doubt about the conversion from McAvoy, a man high on confidence with bags of goals in his past few games, giving the keeper no chance as he cooly slotted home.

Not to be outdone, the referee who until now had, had little to do, came into his own. Encroachment by both sides was the result and the re-taken penalty was missed. In the post match press conference, the referee decided to speak out and explain why the penalty was re-taken and said that had McAvoy scored the re-taken spot kick it would not have counted due to further encroachment and he would have had to re take it again. When asked if the referee should surely have ordered the spot kick to be re taken anyway if he had seen an infringement, the referee, taking off his green shirt as he was hot, declined to comment. This will no doubt continue to run. A draw would've been fair but the players did well from both sides in a match that was fun to play in.

AGFC 1 - PONTYPOOL BAGGIES  5

Scorer: Calvin

MOM: Paul

Date: Tue 19 December
Venue: Treforest

REPORT

AGFC played their first match on the new specially designed 3G Astroturf pitch at Treforest. The revolutionary new surface is an Astroturf carpet which is filled with shredded rubber and  is sometimes known as a ‘rubber crumb’ pitch, but it was AGFC who had to work hard for crumbs of possession against a young and well schooled Pontypool outfit. The first half started with Baggies pressing hard looking for an opening but AGFC stood up well to the task and kept the Baggies out for the first 30 minutes. The Baggies finally broke the deadlock with three goals in quick succession which included an own goal  which AGFC were unlucky to concede. 

At three nil down at the end of the first period AGFC heads could have dropped but with a change in formation in playing five men across the middle and one up front AGFC’s organisation on the pitch was improved and they did manage to find  space and create some openings. The hard worked defence earned their corn for the full 90 minutes and turned in some good performances, not reflected by the scoreline, the midfield battled hard and worked manfully but just lacked a little in quality and innovation on the night. AGFC did concede two further goals – the best which a fine cross and guided header which gave the keeper and defenders no chance. Calvin, returning after a recent injury enforced spell on the sidelines, added the necessary urgency to the frontline, snapping at the heels of defenders like an over exuberant terrier on heat. AGFC finally grabbed a consolation as the Baggies Keeper could only manage to glove a rare AGFC corner, allowing Calvin to score at the back post. 

A disappointing result for AGFC just before the Xmas break, but the Team could not be faulted for commitment and perseverance, against one of the best sides encountered for many a season, typified by another man of the match performance in goal by Paul who seems to have cemented his place in the side. With a packed January schedule looming on the horizon players will need to use the next two weeks to recharge batteries but the club will be hopeful of a good start to the new year buoyed by the prospect of key players returning to first team action after lengthy spells on the treatment table.
Goal of the season contender

Calvin`s consolation in a 5-1 defeat was a fine reaction strike close in at the far post after the keeper (a serious league player) had got fingertips only to Scott`s excellent corner.
AGFC 1 - WESTERN MAIL 5

Goals: Jamal

MOM : Jamal

Date : Friday 12th Jan 2007

Venue : Treforest

REPORT:

The first match of 2007 failed to produce the required result for AGFC as they crashed to another heavy defeat at the hands of the Western Mail at a blustery and rain soaked Treforst on Friday night. Put simply AGFC were guilty of some basic defensive errors and sloppy finishing as they failed to make the most of chances on offer. The Western Mail, with plenty of quality in the final third, relished the chance to come forward in the first half and scored three goals to effectively end the match as a contest after the first 45 minutes. 

In the second half AGFC fared better and only conceded two goals, one of which was an outrageous shot from near the half way line which was lucky to clear the AGFC keeper. For the last 30 minutes Maj took to the field to the replace the injured Carl and looked like a man possessed intent on disrupting the Western Mail passing patterns by any way possible. In the final 5 minutes AGFC’s two stand out players of the match Terry and Jamal combined to grab a consolation goal as a long range shot from Terry cannoned off the crossbar and towards Jamal who found the corner of the goal with a couple of ‘deft’ headers. Jamal picked up his first man of the match award of the season with an all action display in the middle of the park in the first half and a spell leading the line in the second; combining energetic running and tenacious tackling.  

AGFC could take something out of the game from the chances they created in front of goal and the commitment from the back four, but with back to back fixtures against old rivals Loco Splott and Jim’s XI on the horizon AGFC will be looking for a sharp turn around in fortunes to secure a first victory since October last year.  

AGFC 1 - Loco Splott 5
Scorer: Steve K

MOM: Panny/Carlos (shared)
Date: Tuesday 16 Jan 2007
Venue: Sophia Gardens

Report:

AGFC visited Cardiff for the first time this season with a rare appearance at Sophia Gardens to take on Loco Splott on their own turf. An early season encounter had resulted in a win for AGFC but Loco proved a different proposition at Home and ran out comprehensive winners at the end of the 90 minutes. AGFC once again struggled to get their foot on the ball and lacked the passing quality to trouble a decent side such as Loco. Their cause wasn’t helped by several unforced errors at the back which inevitably are punished with a side as low on confidence as AGFC are at the moment. It is difficult for a side that goes 3 nil down within the first twenty minutes to bounce back, but the opportunity was there when some AGFC pressure from a corner allowed Steve to pick the ball up inside the penalty area, cut inside one defender and stroke the ball home. That was the final scoring action at the interval as Loco kept their 2 goal advantage.

AGFC came out hopeful for the second half that they could overturn the deficit but an untimely fourth goal put AGFC on the back foot once again. AGFC did produce some decent patterns of play with Rich finding some space on the left side of midfield and the midfield generally looking a bit more creative but consistently failing to find the final killer ball which would have opened up Loco. AGFC did come close with an extraordinary strike by Panny from the byline which cleared the Loco Keeper and cruelly cannoned off the crossbar and a volley by Rich which whistled a foot wide of the far post. However, this just about summed up AGFC’s luck at the moment, whose supporters are being made to wait for an all-round decent performance from the players and just as importantly a win!
Goal of the season contender

Steve`s second-half jink inside a defender followed by a curled shot into the corner saved a nilling, but didn`t stop the third 5-1 defeat in a row.
AGFC 1 – Jim’s XI 2
Scorer: Enda (pen), Jamal (og)
MoM: Enda
Date: 19th January 2007
Venue: Treforest
Report:
Another week and another loss but there is no shame in the manner in which AGFC lost this game. Quite the opposite in fact!! For the first time in several months AGFC showed the fighting spirit and determination that has become synonymous with the green shirt over the last couple of years. It wasn’t vintage AGFC football by a long way but it was most definitely a giant leap forward from the previous 3-4 games. Playing with the swirling wind in the first half AGFC had the majority of possession and had limited Jim’s XI to trying to play on the break. Chances fell to AGFC but they found Jim’s XI keeper in great form with a great one on one save against Rich. The level of commitment all over the park by AGFC was evident in that Jim’s XI only had one clear chance in the first half and that was a header which comfortably sailed over the bar. Half time AGFC 0 – Jim’s XI 0

Playing with a growing wind in the second half, Jim’s XI pushed forward but still the AGFC defence and goalkeeper were comfortable. Jim’s XI pressure began to tell and after winning a corner, which was half cleared, they returned a comfortably weak shot straight at a diving AGFC keeper but on route it was deflected into the roof of the net by a stretching Jamal. While Jims XI returned to the half way line elated, AGFC returned determined. Hard work and persistent chasing down by AGFC eventually paid off when Jamal, who was eager to make amends, was fouled in the box. The resulting penalty was confidently dispatched by Enda. AGFC 1 – Jims XI 1. Not happy with just a draw AGFC continued to push forward and Fraser was denied on two occasions by the keeper. With ten minutes to go it looked like a fully deserved draw was inevitable but Jims XI tactic of rolling substitutes was to pay dividends. The visiting captain put on their strongest players for the last ten minutes and AGFC were under serious pressure. The AGFC keeper pulled off a stunning save from a well struck volley but the elements were to work against him when he came to claim a comfortable long range speculative free kick into the box. The ball slipped through the keeper’s hands and into the net. AGFC 1 – Jims XI 2

Although AGFC had suffered another loss, the players were much more upbeat than in previous games and deservedly so. The first line of defence started with the strikers who worked tirelessly throughout. The midfield fought for every inch and found that illusive balance of attacking but not leaving their defence exposed. The defensive four were well organised and at all times had the confidence of knowing there was a covering keeper behind them. Enda won MoM with a trademark combative and vocal defensive display but the spread of votes illustrated how well everyone had played with Maj, Emyr, Jamal, Simon, Fraser and Rich all noticeable. While AGFC have taken a big step forward with their performance it will be worth nothing if they don’t repeat and build on the effort against Hyder on Friday night. 
AGFC v Hyder – cancelled, Hyder no show.
Date: 26th January 2007
Venue: Treforest
Did have inter AGFC 7-a-side kick around. Good fun. Ceri unofficial MoM.
AGFC 6 - Llantwit Vets 3

Scorers: Fraser 5, Panny

MOM: Fraser

REPORT

AGFC earned their first win of the new year, their first win on the new Treforest playing surface and first win of any description since October 2006. Despite a first half strewn with almost comic book errors from the AGFC defence the Home Team managed to go into the interval only one goal adrift at 3-2. AGFC’s goals were scored by a speculative cross come shot by Panny and a side foot into the net by Fraser from a corner. 

AGFC’s low confidence was boosted by a solid second half performance, lacking the anxiety and desperation of recent outings. This was thanks to a vastly improved second half defensive display from Terry, Huw and Thicket and some good stops from Craig H in goal, while the midfield also battled well when needed with Em particularly making his presence felt. The win may well not have been achieved, though, without Fraser’s tour de force leading the frontline, denting the Llantwit Vets hopes with 4 well taken goals in quick succession; the best of which a chip over the onrushing Vets keeper. Fraser, who spent the preceding week suffering cruel e mail taunts from Team members about his haircut, equalled the AGFC individual goal scoring record of five in a match to prove that appointments with Tony and Guy aren’t a priority when a striker is firing and on form.
Goal of the season contender

MoM performance by Fraser who got 5 including a sprint through the middle and strike into the top corner from outside the box the pick of his efforts.
AGFC 0 – NOBs 3

MOM: Panny

Venue: Treforest

Date: 16th February 2007

Report:

AGFC played all of the football in this game but it was NOBs that emerged victorious with a score line that flattered to deceive!! After a scoreless first half, in which AGFC had the majority of possession but failed to work the keeper, NOBs took the lead early in the second half when a harmless shot from a corner ran under Huws foot on the line (we will have to consult Andy Grey to see if it was an o.g.). The second goal was from an undisputed penalty decision after Terry had scythe down the NOBs attacker on the edge of the area. The third goal was a shot from a tight angle which Craig H got his hands to but the wet ball ricochet into the air and bounced over the line. AGFC 0 – NOBs 3

The defence could not have played any better with all of the back four and the keeper getting MoM votes. The outstanding players on the night were Steve and Panny in midfield. What was disappointing was the lack of shots on the NOBs goal. Several times AGFC played some excellent football to get into prime positions but the final shot/pass either went astray or never actually materialised!! For all of AGFCs possession and territory the NOBs keeper only had to make two saves of any note from Panny and Jamal. 
Defence/keeper - keep it up, great performance by all!! Midfield – some excellent football but sometimes the best route to goal is sideways rather than straight at it!! Strikers – again some excellent football and link up play but please pull the trigger if you get the chance!!
AGFC 4 – Strange 1

Scorers: Fraser 3, Calvin 1

MOM: Emyr

Venue: Treforest

Date: 23rd February 2007

Report:

After a shaky first 15-20 minutes, in which the Strange took the lead with an excellent strike from outside the box, AGFC dominated the game and ran out deserving and comfortable winners.  The score line suggests that it was an easy win but in reality it was only made easy by the work rate of all the AGFC players.  After the Strange scored the AGFC midfield asserted their dominance and with growing confidence in the defence behind them, the midfield started to exploit the pace of Fraser and Calvin upfront.  Fraser got an excellent hat-trick (it appears that Fraser can only score 3 or more goals in a game!!).  The best of the three goals was a combination of some excellent cross field passing resulting in a low cross.  Fraser, using his pace to just get in front of the flat-footed defender, flicked the ball off the outside of his right foot to guide it into the bottom corner. An excellent team goal!! Not to be outdone, Calvin also got on the score sheet with a trademark battling Calvin finish. 
It was a game that previously AGFC may have crumbled in after 20 minutes as the Strange were on top and had taken an early lead, but the fighting spirit that is now associated with the green of AGFC was evident for all to see. The defence was simply immense, with Steve and Tony B appearing to cut out every Strange attack. Midfield also was dominant with Simon and Emyr playing box to box football and leading by example. The strikers could have, and possibly should have, scored more but for last gasp Strange defending, a fickle referee who loved the off-side whistle and a greedy Emyr who wouldn’t pass the ball!!! A perfect example of the determination and spirit of the team came in the dieing minutes. The fickle referee gave yet another penalty against AGFC (bit of an annoying habit this!!) when Tony B kicked the standing foot of the attacker.  A good penalty strike was brilliantly saved by the Hewitt but not only did he make a great save but he also pushed the ball away from the follow up strikers to ensure there was no rebound chance. A really enjoyable game played in great spirit and it was great to hear AGFC players talking to each other and encouraging each other. Emyr won the MoM with a powerful performance in midfield but every one of the 12 players who played on Friday night should feel very proud of their performance. This is the type of football we want to be playing – keep it going!!!
Goal of the season contender
Ball played through midfield, wide right to Em who advanced before crossing to Panny at the far post where Fraser (or Calvin!) slotted it in. Good team goal!!
AGFC 0 – Tonteg 2

MOM: Steve

Venue: Treforest

Date: 9th March 2007

Report:

If it is ok with everyone I am not actually going to give a match report (who’s shot was close, who made a great save etc) this week but rather a general over all consensus of how the game went. AGFC were beaten by a much better team and could have no complaints but strangely, it is fair to say that AGFC can be very proud of their performance. Every player to a man worked their backsides off in chasing lost causes (Booty), fighting for the ball (Emyr) and defending bravely (Tony the Red Nosed Reindeer). First the positives, earlier this season had AGFC come up against a quality team like Tonteg we would have easily lost by 4-5 goals but bizarrely the fact that Tonteg only managed a brace of goals given the amount possession and territory they enjoyed is testament to the spirit and determination that every AGFC player showed. Steve was once again outstanding in middle of defence winning a deserved MoM. Pete and Maj both played exceptionally well in goals and defence (Pete especially had a solid second half against Calvin). Everyone in midfield chased, tackled and never left their defenders exposed while the men up front battled for every ball and inch of space!! Don’t get dispirited lads, everyone of you should be proud of your performance!!

Now unfortunately the negatives, once again we appear to be shy in front of goal. However, we shouldn't lay any blame on our strikers/midfield for this as Tonteg were simply outstanding in both defence and midfield. The problem as I see it (as do most of the fools that stayed late in the pub on Friday) is that our front two are too isolated and our mid four given the sterling effort they always make in defence can’t get forward quickly enough to support!! So the big question how do we solve this issue?? Do we change the tactics, the formation and/or the personnel?? I feel another pub debate coming up!! The one take home message at this stage to whoever is in midfield and up front next week is simply that no one will criticise you for pulling the trigger so HAVE A GO!!

AGFC 8 - Western Mail 5
Scorers: Calvin 5, Fraser 3

MoM: Booty/Fraser (shared)

Date & Venue: 16/03/2007 @ Treforest

Report: 
Probably the dullest 13 goal extravaganza but AGFC won and won comfortably. Calvin got two great headers and Frasers first goal was a peach of a flick off the outside of his boot into the bottom corner. AGFC were 5-1 up at half-time with Booty causing mayhem in a game with 27 attempts on goal (accurate Tony stat apparently). Fraser and Booty just pipped 5-goal Calvin for a shared MoM which gives you a good idea of how well both of them played.

Goal of the season contender
Fraser got a crisp first-time flick off his right boot after Calvin set him up.

Calvin got a hat-trick of headers, one an excellent spring-heeled effort from a Booty cross.

AGFC Married 7 - AGFC UnMarried 5 (AGFC v AGFC)
Scorers: 

Married: Calvin 3, Enda 3, Rich (Maj friend) 1 

UnMarried: Alex B 3, Terry 1, Scott 1

Unofficial MoM: Steve "Arthur" Knowles

Date & Venue: 23/03/2007 @ Treforest

Teams:
Married: Craig H, Ceri, Ant B, Huw, Enda, Simon, Steve, Coops, Calvin, Rich (Maj's friend)

UnMarried: Stuart, Pete, Terry, Carl, Emyr, Maj, Scott, Alex B, Rob (Scott's friend)

Report: 
Due to injuries, holidays, family events and the 3 Amigos heading to Croke Park for the weekend, we did very well to have 19 players (Big thanks to the two ringers and Alex B for making the effort and playing the game in true AGFC spirit). After the team split was announced (and the Williams brothers installed as captains) the real twist of the night was announced. Each team was to play three lines of three players and every 30 minutes the lines of players had to switch positions (i.e. the 3 defender became midfielders, midfielders became strikers and strikers became defenders). Added to this every player had to take a turn between the sticks. And so with the rules set each squad took a minute to fine tune their tactics.

Three hat-tricks were scored by Alex B, Calvin and a "questionable" hat-trick from Enda (it was claimed by the opposition that only one of the three goals was actually on purpose!!). Scott and Alex B can both battle for goal of the night with Scott scoring a stunner of a free-kick (as he does) and Alex B finishing some great work with a flick into the top corner off the outside of his boot from a tight angle. UnMarried, although a man down, played some great football in the first half and the teams were all level at 4-4 going in at half time. It was in the final 30 minutes that the tactical know-how of Captain Williams the Elder was to come into play. Captain Williams the Elder sent his power players up front with Simon the Playmaker, Enda the Finisher and Huw the Decoy. Alternatively Captain Williams the Younger put himself in the strike position for the UnMarried with Maj the Rage, Carlos the Jackel and Bob the Builder. This was to be the decision that won the game with three glorious strikes (especially the second, a 40 yard lob-blaster into the top corner) from Enda the Finisher. Added to this the Married defence was excellent with Captain Williams the Elder denying Captain Williams the Younger in a one on one goal effort. All in all it was a good night and played in great spirit by everyone.
AGFC 5 – Stuarts XI 8

Scorers: Rich 2, Craig B 2, Calvin

MOM : Simon

Venue : Treforest

Date: Friday 13 April 2007

REPORT:

The first half started disastrously for AGFC conceding 2 quick fire goals and 4 within the first 30 minutes. Rich latched onto a good through ball from Simon to lob the keeper and give AGFC something to take into the second half, although 2 further goals from Stu’s Team spearheaded by AGFC’s own player Fraser took the score to six – one at the interval.  

The second half began with the more usual eleven against eleven and soon became ten against ten as Steve succumbed to his old knee problem to effectively end his season for AGFC. However, with extra space and seemingly greater fitness levels AGFC excelled with four goals in quick succession , the best of which a sizzling drive across goal by Craig B. They mattered little to the final result though as AGFC had given themselves too much to do after the first half debacle. Despite conceding 8 goals Craig H gave a good performance in the AGFC nets while Thickett along with the other defenders competed well at the back. The AGFC man of the match was awarded to Simon who, following an ambitious sojourn into attack, settled into his more customary midfield role and performed with aplomb. Despite the scoreline AGFC players all improved as the match went on against a competent Stu’s Team.
Goal of the season contender
Classic Booty sizzling drive across goal inside the far post.
AGFC 3 - JIMs XI 4

Scorers: Calvin 2, Rich 

MoM: Simon/Thickett (shared)

Venue: Treforest
Date: 27 April 2007

Report: 
AGFC’s second match of the season against Jim’s XI started with AGFC determined not to concede early goals as they had done frequently throughout the recent campaign. They were successful for a while but Jim’s XI did break the deadlock with a goal midway through the first half and then another good finish by Jim from a cross increased their advantage. Jim’s XI were guilty of several cynical fouls, especially on Calvin, who was brought down by Jim’s XI players’ on more than one occasion when clean through on goal. However, AGFC should be commended for rising above the opposition’s tactics and continuing to play the game cleanly and in the right spirit as is the nature of the club. AGFC hit back with a goal from Calvin but Jim’s XI increased their advantage to 3 -1 soon after. 

AGFC, who generally put in a good performance, continued to press forward in the second half and Calvin scored his second of the evening to put AGFC back in contention. A surging midfield run by Rich enabled him to get between two defenders and beat the keeper with a diving header, following a pinpoint cross from Scott from the right flank, which levelled matters. Several AGFC attacking players had the chance to win the game but missed opportunities in the final third which took the pressure off Jim’s XI. With minutes left in the match Jims XI’s stand out wing player scored the decisive goal as he picked up the ball in an attacking position and danced past several AGFC defenders to plant a shot in the bottom corner. At the final whistle AGFC had come away with nothing although they deserved a least a draw out of the match and could hold their heads up high. An emphatic second half cameo from Terry added some much needed urgency into the proceedings but Simon and Thickett were jointly awarded man of the match for their trademark endeavours.

Goal of the season contender
Excellent diving header by Rich between 2 defenders to get us back in it from a pin point cross from Scott. 

AGFC 3 - Hyder 3
Scorers: Rich 2, Maj 1

Mom: Duncan

Date: 4th May 2007

Venue: Treforest

Report:
AGFC left it until one of the last games of the season to produce one of their best performances of the season. Starting with a new formation of 3-5-2 AGFC settled into the game quickly and didn’t concede any early goals which had been one of our main problems all year. In an even first half, AGFC eventually opened the scoring with an excellent strike from Rich that skimmed the bottom of the crossbar from a tight angle (questionable offside though!!). AGFC continued to pressure and had chances to extend their lead but a good Hyder keeper and defence held firm. The best chance at the end of the first half fell to Enda but his header came back off the crossbar (for the second week in a row!!). Most notable in the first half however was the performance of the back three for AGFC of Duncan (making his debut), Ant T and Pete in protecting the excellent Hewitt. Halftime: AGFC 1 - Hyder 0.
Hyder changed tactics for the second half and in rearranging their team pushed 3 players into attacking roles. This paid off quickly and they equalised with a good strike. AGFC kept their cool and continued to attack Hyder on the break. This was to pay dividends when Maj (this is not a miss print!!) yes MAJ unleashed hell in the form of his left foot from the corner of the box. He then fell over while celebrating!!! AGFC extended their lead to 3-1 almost immediately when Rich got on the end of a long ball and won the race against the keeper to clip it over the top. Hyder were not to be beaten though as they pushed forward relentlessly. Calvin hit the woodwork and the Hewitt managed to make two great saves but unfortunately the Hyder striker was the first to react and finished both. AGFC can be very happy with the way they played. The back three were immense with Duncan running away with a much deserved MoM on his debut (much like this reporter did many years ago - oh how the mighty have fallen!!). The experimental 3 amigos (Carl especially, Simon and Enda) in the middle of the park worked well. The two wide men and the two upfront fought and scrapped for everything. Two most notable things: (1) we played from the first whistle and didn’t concede any early goals - the Hewitt didn’t have to make a save in the first half, and (2) we often rely on pace to get goals for us this season so it was great to see us scoring goals based on our footballing ability rather than shear pace!! Well done everyone!!
Goal of the season contender
Maj, showing pace and determination down the inside left channel, he out-muscled a defender before blasting the ball into the near top corner from 22 yards. Good celebrations too!!
Rich, an excellent dipping drive from a narrow’ish angle over the keeper and into the far side of the net from a wide left position. 

AGFC 1 - TONTEG 11

Scorer: Rich 
MOM: Simon/Enda (shared)
Venue: Treforest

Date:
11th May 2007

Report: 

In an embarrassing evening at Treforest AGFC turned in arguably their worst performance in their history after being comprehensively thrashed by a good Tonteg Team fielding 3 or 4 talented individuals. AGFC resembled rabbits in the headlight as they were overrun from the start and struggled to do the basics. In particular the defence, who despite having performed well for most of the season, could not cope with the pace and directness of the Tonteg attack. The pain started almost immediately. From the sidelines Huw looked to have coolly guided the ball back to Hewitt in goal but could only look on with head in hands as the ball squirmed past the AGFC stopper to start the rot. The rest of the half followed a similar pattern as Tonteg racked up 5 further goals to make the half time score 6 nil.   

In usual circumstances AGFC would have battled back but for some inexplicable reason they could not find it within themselves to make any impact in this match, although it should be said there was some improvement in the second half. Simon and Enda, in midfield roles, tried hard under the circumstances but were simply over run by the Tonteg machine. Some rare AGFC pressure resulted in Terry crossing for Rich in tap in from 2 yards to save AGFC the ignominy of being niled with the only other highlight being a welcome return for Panny after spending the last few months on the sidelines through injury.

The surreal post match analysis in the Pub involved much shaking of heads and furrowed brows as players tried to come to terms with such a mauling. AGFC had never suffered a defeat such as this even in the early days when they didn’t have the quality of player to call upon as they do now. It will be interesting to see how they fare against Tonteg neighbours the Llantwit Vets this Friday!
AGFC 1 - Llanwit Vets 5
Scorer: The Hewitt

MoM: Simon

Date: 18th May 2007

Venue: Treforest

Report:
Football is a game of two halves!! In the first half AGFC played very clever and confident football and were by far the better team on the pitch. The second half was a disaster!! On a blustery evening, AGFC started the brighter against a physically larger and stronger Vets team. Rather than hoofing the ball speculatively into the air, AGFC played clever short passing football along the ground, running the Vets players around the park. The defence was easily on top with Huw and Ceri doing the man marking allowing Enda and Carl to sweep and play the football out of defence. Our midfield was dominant with Calvin and especially Simon running the show. It was all very comfortable with Scott, Fraser and Calvin having good efforts at goal. With 30 minutes gone Calvin pulled up with an injury and AGFC (who had no substitutes) had to enlist the help of a Vets player. A quick reshuffle put Rob from Vets into defence and Enda into midfield. Immediately Vets scored!! AGFC fought back and were unlucky not to take the lead with efforts from Enda, Scott and two from Fraser that both hit the post. It was the Hewitt, playing wide on the right, who latched onto a cross from the left and struck the ball low and sweetly to score his first of the season. Half time AGFC 1 - Llanwit Vets 1.

The Vets changed tactics in the second half and swamped the midfield. AGFC struggled to get out of defence for most of the half with Carlos especially weary from taking goal kicks and sweeping up from an often missing Rob. Four soft goals later and the game was over!! AGFC had some chances in the second half but they were really resorting to trying to catch the Vets on the break. After some good battling from Rich, he managed to break clear of the Vets players but just dragged his shot across the face of goal. In the dying minutes Simon also had a chance but his shot whistled over the bar. Can I suggest that everyone who played remember the first half with pride and forget all about the second half. To quote Ceri, "at least we were over 100% better that last week when we conceded 11 goals!!".

Congrats to Hewitt on his first goal of the season and to Simon for winning is fourth MoM in the last five games!!

Goal of the season contender
The Hewitt gets on the scoresheet with a low sweet drive into the bottom corner in another 5-1 defeat in the season`s last full outing.
