AGFC AGM 2007
7th September 2007, Rhiwbina Recreation Club
The AGM opened with apologies for absent team members.

Summary of Social Activity

Mark Warnes

Mark summarised the social activities of the club over the past 12 months, including the 6 Nations drinks, the Christmas night out, and canoeing on the Wye.

Financial Summary

Huw Dobson

Huw began by announcing that the club finances are in healthy shape, partly due to the cancellation of this summer’s club BBQ. He went on to propose that we keep the subs at the current level, of £60 per year. He also proposed we keep match fees at £5 per player. However, in a move that would have made Gordon Brown proud, he subtly slipped in a stealth tax of a raise from £2.50 to £3 for players only playing one half.

Terms of Reference Review

Steve Knowles

There have been a number of amendments to the Terms of Reference document this year, which prompted a surprisingly emotive debate among the attending members. The three major issues were as follows:

1) Whether or not to include the annual tournament towards player statistics (which in turn counts towards awards such as the Golden Boot).

After strong arguments were made for both sides, this decision went to a vote – 10 to 9 in favour of not including tournament games towards official club statistics.

2) Whether or not to include goals scored while on loan to the opposition towards official stats.

It had been assumed before the AGM that this issue would not require debate, and that club members would be unanimous in their agreement that goals scored against AGFC, while playing on loan to the opposition, should NOT count. However, strong arguments on the night proved this was not the case, and in a surprising turn of events, the vote went 14 to 2 in favour of including such goals.

3) Who is eligible to be nominated for annual awards, and who is eligible to vote for them.

Another issue which sparked strong debate. Before hand, the suggestion had been proposed (in the draft Terms of Reference document) that players have to play in 33% of AGFC’s competitive fixtures for a season to be eligible both to vote, and to be nominated for awards such as Goal of the Season, Player of the Season, etc. There was strong disagreement on the night (and agreement too), and it was felt that a vote on this issue should be delayed until all club members (including those absent from the AGM) have had a chance to argue each case adequately.
Election of Committee Members

The results were as follows:

Finance Committee:


Huw Dobson, Mark Warnes

Fixtures Committee:


Steve Knowles

Social Committee:


Scott Hand, Ian Major, Rich Williams

Communications Committee:

Fraser McAvoy, Ceri Williams

Selection Committee:


Anthony Beresford, Enda Hayes, Emyr Williams

Team Captain:



Enda Hayes

Team Vice Captains:


Simon Brooks, Carl Williams

Suggestions for Social Activities for the Coming Year

Walking holiday in Snowdonia

Comedy club night

Indoor climbing

“Go Ape”

Golf

Camping holiday

Football tour

Canoeing
Go-carting
“Quasar”

Paint balling

Curry Break

At this point we took a much-needed break from arguing to re-fuel our engines.

New Communications Committee
This year sees the division of the former Social & Communications Committee into a separate Social Committee and Communication Committee. One of the first actions to be taken by the new Communications Committee will be the implementation of a Forum / Message Board on the AGFC website (www.agfc.co.uk), which will complement the existing group emails.
Committee Meetings

Steve Knowles

Due to the recent email debates regarding club statistics, Steve suggested it might be useful for committee members to meet several times a year to discuss such issues face-to-face, to avoid the inevitable delays, confusion and procrastination of mass email conversations. He suggested meeting roughly 3 times a year, in November, March, and August (pre-AGM).

Enda’s “Manifesto” Email

Steve Knowles

Several points from Enda’s recent “Aspiration Emails” summary were discussed, such as the introduction of defensive and midfield leaders, pre-match warm ups, etc. There was broad agreement for the bulk of Enda’s points, with healthy debate around the few issues where there was disagreement.

Carbon Footprint

Mark Warnes

Mark raised the issue that, calculating average player journeys to training and matches, the club’s carbon footprint is equivalent to that of a small family. Of course these calculations do not include Carlos, who manages to generate the same amount of CO2 as a small industrialised nation (both from driving, and other bodily orifices).

Specifically it was estimated that AGFC players racked up approximately 16,000 miles between them, though this figure was ammended by a third to account for car sharing, etc. Depending upon calculations used, this produces between 3 and 5 tonnes of carbon, which would cost £30-£50 to offset.

Mark suggested we donate £40 to an appropriate carbon offsetting charity, which will plant trees in AGFC’s name.

Major went a step further, and suggested we all work with his organisation for a day, and plant the trees ourselves! Not only is this free, but it would be a good social excursion for the club.

Simon Turns 40

There was a special mention on the night of Simon’s recent 40th birthday. Simon was presented with a Leeds top earlier in the week, which he was disappointingly too embarrassed to sport at the AGM!

New Members

Two new members join the club this year: Dave Owen and Dean Trebilcock.

Summary of the Season

Tony Beresford

Tony gave his usual stats-filled summary of the season, including highlights of memorable games, major incidents, and classic Duckhams moments!

As an added bonus Tony had the following stats to share – firstly, total Man of the Match votes for the past season:

	Simon Brooks
	34

	Enda Hayes
	31

	Ant Thickett
	30

	Fraser McAvoy
	27

	Steve Knowles
	23


Next, most goals scored, across all seasons:

	Alex Beresford
	84

	Rich Williams
	74

	Calvin Yau
	47

	Craig Boote
	39

	Alex Panagopoulos
	32

	Ian Cooper
	29

	Fraser McAvoy
	28

	Simon Brooks
	22

	Scott Hand
	19


Duckhams Award

Presented by Ant Thickett

Winner: Scott Hand / Enda Hayes / Ian Major
Thickett opened by suggesting we forever change the name of the Duckhams Award to, “The Anthony Beresford Award for Tragi-comedy”, in recognition of Tony’s relentless unintentional efforts to win this award season-after-season!

There followed a review of some of the key Duckhams moments of the year, mostly involving Tony and Thickett, before the presentation of the award itself, this year jointly won by Scott, Enda, and Maj (for their mistaken identity, miss communication shouting match during the game against Newport Old Boys, 17th Nov 2006).
Golden Boot Award

Presented by Rich Williams

Winner: Fraser McAvoy / Calvin Yau

This season really has been a tale of two strikers, namely Fraser and Calvin. Though Fraser has outscored Calvin in competitive games, Calvin tops the leaderboard when taking inter-AGFC games into account, so this year it was decided to jointly award the Golden Boot to both players, in recognition of their sterling efforts over the season.

Goal of the Season Award
Presented by Simon Brooks

Winner: Scott Hand

There were mentions for Fraser, Calvin and Steve.

The top three were:

1) Scott Hand (versus UWE, 24th Nov 2006)
2) Ian Major (versus Hyder, 4th May 2007)
3) Carl Williams (versus Loco Splott, 22nd Sep 2007)
Clubman of the Season Award
Presented by Carl Williams

Winner: Enda Hayes

13 players received votes for this award, showing the strong commitment and support for the club across the board. Mentions were given to Tony, Ceri, Huw and Carlos.

The top three were:

1) Enda Hayes
2) Steve Knowles
3) Simon Brooks
Most Improved Player of the Season Award
Presented by Ian Major

Winner: Ceri Williams

Mentions were given to Emyr, Calvin, Hewitt, Mark, Thickett, Major and Jamall.

Higher up the rankings, special mention was given to Paul and Carlos.

The top three were:

1) Ceri Williams

2) Terry Swanson

3) Fraser McAvoy

Player of the Season Award

Presented by Steve Knowles

Winner: Simon Brooks

Mentions were given to Ceri, Hewitt, Booty, Jamall and Scott.
Higher up the rankings, there were mentions for Fraser, Calvin, Carlos and Steve.

With only 6 votes between them, the top three were:

1) Simon Brooks

2) Enda Hayes

3) Ant Thickett

